
T he Lord is good! I realize this is the 
first Bark update that has been done 

since I came on staff. Many people have 
inquired about what is going in the youth 
and young adult ministries. Simply put, 
God is moving in the lives of the youth and 
young adults here at Felton Presbyterian 
Church.  
 

Some of you may have noticed that over the 
Christmas break we started making changes 
to the youth room. With help from Blake, 
Jonathan, Regina, Joe, and the Brazil team 
we were able to reorganize and paint.  
 

We also tore down the tiki hut, cleaned the 
carpet on the risers 
(which was way over-
due), and with the 
help of Chase we 
were able to wash all 
of the pillows, yay!! 
In the coming weeks 
and months there 
will be more changes 
to come. Eventually 
there will be a new 
mural on the walls, 
more paint on the 
other half of the room, a painted screen for 
the projector, and some cool décor to liven 
the place up.  
 

In just the past few days we have also re-
named the group, which will be announced 
at a later date. Soon you will see new sign-
age around campus, changes to the youth 
portion of the website, and other ways of 
letting people know when and where youth 
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events are happening. I have also purchased 
two new bean bag chairs and an all-in-one 
sound system, which is iPod/iPhone com-
patible as well as capable of hooking up to a 
laptop and the projector.  
 

Once all the changes are complete I would 
love to host an open house or some other 
event so that everyone in the congregation 
can come to see all that has been done.  
 

Things that can be prayed for are: 
¶ God to continue to move in the lives of 

the youth and young adults 
¶ That God would use the leaders to have 

a positive impact on the students 
¶ To deepen the relation-
ships with the students that 
we already have before we 
focus on bringing in new 
students 
¶ That we would only 
make changes to the things 
that God wants us to change 
in the youth group 
 

We are still in need of some 
sort of shelving unit to help 
us with the organization of 

the room. If anyone has an old toy shelf or 
cabinet that would stack games and/or 
small Tupperware containers well and are 
interested in donating it to the youth 
group, please let me know via email: 
jeff@feltonpresbyterian.org or by phone: 
335-6906. 
     
   ðJeff Williams 
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Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

25 let their flesh be renewed like a 
childôs; let them be restored as in 
the days of their youthôð  
 
26 then that person can pray to God 
and find favor with him, they will 
see Godôs face and shout for joy;  
he will restore them to full well-
being.  
 
  Job 33:25-26 NIV 
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Childrenôs Ministry 

T 
hank you to all who helped with the Christmas pro-
gram and soup smorgasbord ðkids, parents, stage 
hands, costume designers and soup makers.  

 

In December, we sent 50 snack bags to inmates at the Santa 
Cruz County jail. Thanks to those who helped provide the 
goodies and to Alan Gibbs who delivered them. We also col-
lected 129 shoe boxes and $668 for shipping for Operation 
Christmas Child. Our boxes were delivered to the Philippians 
this year. Thanks to Kari Deeble for organizing our packing 
party, our special donor who provided materials for our Snack 
Time boxes, the woman's association who provided $235 for 
shipping and Jill McFarlen and Dave Huemoller who deliv-
ered the boxes.  
 

Thanks to all who helped with the January community dinner 
especially Allen and Kari Deeble, our chefs. 
 

The children will be sharing a song during the services on 
January 29th and then the last Sunday of the month through 
April Feb. 26, Mar. 25, Apr. 29).  
 
Making Disciples is a 13 week mentoring program for kids 
(entering 6th grade & up in the fall) to ask questions, explore 
personal faith and develop a significant relationship with a 
person in our church who is a deeply committed Christian. It 
is a time when we work as a church to equip young disciples 
for deeper commitment and service to Christ & His church. 
Mentors and teens will meet each week and work through 13 
teaching sessions (God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, Worship, The Bi-
ble, Saints & Gifts, Ministry, Baptism, Spiritual Life, Death 
and Resurrection, Life in the Church) and learning activities 
(Luke journal, faith time line, visiting a saint, attending com-
munion together, volunteering, etc). We are asking members 
of our Church to prayerfully consider being a mentor. As a 
mentor you don't need to know all the answers, you just need 
to be grounded in your faith and striving to be a faithful disci-
ple of Christ. The program will meet on Sundays from 6ï7:30 
p.m. Jan.29ïMay. Please contact Amy for more details if you 
are interested in your child being involved in the program 
or if you are interested in being a mentor. 
 

If you desire to recycle your old Christmas cards, we'll take 
them for crafts. Just leave them on the cubbies outside the 
Children's Ministry area. 
 

Could you use a night out for a date around Valentine's Day? 
If so we can babysit your kid(s). Parent's Night Out is Satur-
day, Feb. 18 from 5ï9 p.m. Dinner will be provided. There is 
no cost but donations are appreciated. RSVP to Amy at 334-
7737 or amymcfeely@aol.com. 
 

Though summer is far away, if you are interested in your child 
going to camp over the summer at Mount Hermon, they an 

offer early bird special ($25 off) which ends March 1. Camps 
begin with kids entering 2nd grade in the fall and up. You can 
find the dates at mounthermon.org. The process is to register 
online, pay $100 deposit, apply for a scholarship from Mount 
Hermon. If you need further financial assistance or help with 
the deposit, see Amy. 
 

Moms in Touch, a group of parents dedicated to prayer for SLE 
will be meeting on Wednesdays from 3:30ï4:30 p.m. in the 
conference room. Contact Rebecca at r_krusee@yahoo.com or 
visit the Moms In Touch website at momsintouch.org. 

Sunday, January 29 from 12:30ï3 p.m. is the next Safe Church 
training for all volunteers working with children and youth and 
elders and deacons. Parents are also welcome to attend. Lunch 
is provided. Please RSVP to Amy. 

Lent, the 40 days prior to Easter, begins with Ash Wednesday 
(February 22). We will be giving a fun daily devotion to each 
family with children at Time with Children and Snack Time. 
Extras will be posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
Child care will be provided for our Ash Wednesday service on 
Wednesday, February 22. On Sunday, Feb. 19 from 12:30ï3 
p.m. the Children's Ministry team will meet for lunch and a 
time of vision and planning. Parents are welcome to attend. 
RSVP to Amy. 
 

Feb. 10ï12, Mount Hermon is hosting a Couple's Retreat. Steve 
Arterburn is the speaker. The weekend includes a candlelight 
dinner and access to Mount Hermon activities. The cost is $380 
or $234 with no housing. Scholarships are available. Join others 
from Felton Pres who are going.  
 

Vacation Bible School - a week during the summer where our 
desire if for kids to not only have lots of fun but also to encoun-
ter God in life changing ways. We are looking for leaders and 
helpers (snack, games, crafts, Bible, music, mission, preschool, 
registration, drama, photographer, guides, publicity, decora-
tions, and the closing meal and program). If you are interested 
in helping, please let Amy know or join us for our launch meet-
ing Tuesday, February 7th at 6:30 p.m. at The Place.  
         ðAmy McFeely 

mailto:amymcfeely@aol.com
http://mounthermon.org
mailto:r_krusee@yahoo.com
http://momsintouch.org
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Christmas 2011 

Why I Make My Son Go To Church 

Because I can. But that is only part of it. The main 
reason is that I want to give him what I found in 
the world, which is to say a path and a light to see 
by. Most of the people I know who have what I 
want - which is to say, purpose, heart, balance, grati-
tude, joy - are people with a deep sense of spirituali-
ty. They are people in community, who pray, or 
practice their faith; people banding together to 
work on themselves and for human rights. They 
follow a brighter light than the glimmer of their 
own candle; they are part of something beautiful. I 
saw something once from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary that said, ñA human life is like a single 

letter of the alphabet. It can be meaningless. Or it 
can be part of a great meaning.ò Our funky little 
church is filled with people who are working for 
peace and freedom, who are out there on the 
streets and inside praying. 
 

When I was at the end of my rope, the people at 
St. Andrew tied a knot in it for me and helped me 
hold on. ....When you show up, they have to let 
you in. 
 

Excerpt from "Travelling Mercies" by Ann Lamott 

Thank you to Joan Maruska for the submission 
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Stewardship Committee 
To all church members it is time for the "Per Capita" for 2012. 
The itemized Per Capita assessment is: 
 
GA   $6.63 
Synod     5.22 
Presbytery    16.65 
Voluntary Emerg Assist.      .50 
Total for Per Capita is            $29.00 per member 
 
This is due by Feb 1. 2012. 
 
The Stewardship Team would like to thank the members and 
friends of our church for the support that they have shown last 
year. We have ended the year 2011 above our expenses. We did 
not meet our budget of $228,219, but our receipts were 
$221,296. We have wisely made some modest cuts to the budget 
this year. 
 
 Many of you are asking what the budget covers in running our 
Church. The budget covers: 
 
¶ Our Personnel:  Minister, Secretary, Office Assistant, Wor-

ship Director (both services), Organist, Nursery Care, Chil-
drenôs Coordinator and Youth Director, Payroll Insurance 
and Taxes. 

 

¶ Finance Administration: this covers what it takes to  just keep 
the doors open:  PG&E, water, telephone, insurance, office 
and kitchen supplies, and miscellaneous expenses. 

 
¶  Ministries Teams:  Personnel, Worship and Arts, Childrenôs, 

Youth, Adult, Buildings and Grounds, Membership/
Fellowship, Outreach/Advertising, Missions, Deacons. 

¶ We also will put aside 1.5% of the budget for Major Repairs. 
Our Mission giving will be 4.5% of the budget.  

 
So, when you give to the General Fund, you are keeping these 
ministries going. 
 
Not included in our budget is the Manse Payment.  This is a sepa-
rate donation that is given above the General Offering. 
 
The loan amount is $63,324. The payment monthly is $1,687. If 
you would like to give to the Manse fund (above your normal giv-
ing), just write in the memo part of your check to Manse. 
 
With our pulling together as a family of brothers and sisters in 
Christ we can keep our ministry growing strong, bringing new life 
into our church. Again, thank you for praying and giving of your 
talents in all areas. 

    ðSandy Thormann 

All adults are invited to attend the Sunday 
School hour (10:15 - 11:00) on January 29th and 
February 5th to hear Pastor Ed share with us on 
the topic,  ñWhat to do About the Denomina-
tional Crisisò,  regarding the Presbyterian 
Church USA. 
 
Other adult Sunday School classes will not be 
held for those two dates. To accommodate the 
people both meetings will be held in Taylor Hall. 
 
Plan to attend.  

Adult Ministry 

Henrique Coura draws Pastor Ed Snedeker into a skit at 
Felton Presbyterianôs Christmas Performance. 
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Birthdays 

         January 
1:  Amy McFeely 
3:     Blake Hollenbeck 
6:     Janice Provencal 
7:     Vicky Fujishin 
11:   Frank Winkler 
12:   Lynn Walton 
14:  Barbara Carlisle 
15:  Sean McFeely 
16:  Ken Clouse 
17:  Beth Godat 
30:  John Gray 
31:   Claire Waltrip 
        Jeff Juliano 
        Ed Snedeker 

L  ongtime member Errol Cecily Car-

stensen died December 

24, 2011. A memorial 

service is planned for 1 

p.m., January 28th at Fel-

ton Presbyterian. 

Edna Lewis, beloved 

member, also died De-

cember 24th. A memorial 

service was held at Fel-

ton Presbyterian on De-

cember 30th. 

In Memoriam 

Mount Hermon  
Hymn Sing & Lunch  

 

February 9th  
10 a.m.  

$14  
 

Tickets 335 -4466  

Remember last yearôs Easter egg hunt? FPC kids 
and adults scoured the church grounds, collecting 
hundreds of eggs. It took less than half an hour 
for all the eggs to be collected. 
 
Or so we thought. 
 
On Saturday, January 14th, our own Leslie Nel-
son was gardening in the flower bed in front of 
the sanctuary, when she spotted a plastic egg. ñI 
was doing my usual garden work there when I 
spotted the egg in the dirt,ò she said. ñI thought, 
could this be from last Easter?ò Inside it was a 
golden dollar coin. 
 
Be sure to congratulate Leslie on finding the last 
known Easter Egg and on tending a very produc-
tive garden! 

Update: Easter Egg Hunt 

      February 
3    Isabel Benscoter 
      Sandy Thormann 
5    Edna LewisÀ 
8    Suzanne Dye 
      Barbara Lang 
9    Jerry Thormann 
12  Howard Carroll 
14  Chuck Latourette 
      Elizabeth Roms   
 winckel 
      Renee Seligman 
15  Monty Trulsson 
      Danny Carlisle 
16   Sharon Yang 
       Ed Lopez 
       Randy Fujishin 
18   Robin Bashor 
19   Bob Johnson 
22   Marissa Reis 
23   Norm Crandell 
24   Peggie Lopez 
25  Jakob Eaton 
26   Kathy Willott 
       Mary Grable 
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Visit from Brazilian Youth 

The Brazilian team repaired, sanded, and stained 
the churchôs play structure. 
 
Thanks to Charles Johnson for the photographs. 


