
Dear Family and Friends at Felton Presby-
terian Church, 
 

"Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you."  That is how the 
Christmas story starts.  Mary, an ordinary 
young Jewish woman with ordinary 
dreams that certainly 
include a modest wed-
ding to a carpenter 
named Joseph, is visited 
by an angel of the Lord 
and told she was fa-
vored by God. To be 
favored by God doesnôt 
mean that Mary was the 
favorite child of our 
Heavenly Father. It 
means that God was 
about to do a favor for 
her. In fact, the word 
ñfavorò in Greek is de-
rived from the Greek word charis, which 
means grace. The Christmas story begins 
with an ordinary woman being told that 
God was about to be gracious to her by 
breaking into her life, pushing aside the 
ordinary, and conceiving something so 
mysterious and wonderful it will complete-
ly change her life and save the world.   
 
At this point, Mary has no idea where this 
favor of God would lead. She knows little 
about who the child will become (what 
happens to this child on the cross will 
both break her heart and save her soul).   
At this point she doesnôt even see how 
giving birth, when she is not even married, 
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could possibly be good news. All she knows 
is that God is in the midst of it all and that is 
enough for her to say, ñHere am I, the serv-
ant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.ò   
 

Christmas celebrates a God that breaks into 
our lives, seemingly 
unannounced, to do 
us the biggest favor 
of all, to push aside 
the ordinary, to ex-
tend His grace to us, 
and to remind us 
most of all, that God 
is not done with our 
lives. We canôt man-
age this favor. We 
can hardly compre-
hend it. Like Mary, 
all we can really do is 
receive it.  Because if 

God is working in your life, conceiving some-
thing new, then it is a holy favor. And it will 
save your life, as frightening as that sounds. 
 
One of my favorite verses amongst all the 
Christmas hymns is this one from O, Little 
Town of Bethlehem:  
 
ñHow silently, how silently the wondrous gift is 
givôn! So God imparts to human hearts the 
blessings of His heavôn. No ear may hear His 
coming, but in this world of sin, where meek 
souls will receive Him, still, the dear Christ en-
ters in.ò 
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The angel went to her and said, 
"Greetings, you who are highly fa-
vored! The Lord is with you." Mary 
was greatly troubled at his words and 
wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be.  But the angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favor with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name 
Jesus.   
   ðLuke 1:28-31 

   Continued, page 3 
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O nce again the Coffee Fellowship Ministry Team 
is seeking your help. We could use more volunteers to 
help with setting up for the coffee fellowship time. For 
the early service volunteers this involves committing to 
at least one month per year to work with a partner in 
setting up coffee, tea, juice and snacks and then help-
ing to reset for the second service. You may either work 
together with your partner or switch off weeks during 
the month. Second service volunteers generally commit 
to one Sunday per week. For the second service, volun-
teers finish resetting from the first service and clean up 
after the second service coffee hour. 
 
We also are looking for additional supplies to be do-
nated. Needed items include coffee (decaf and regular), 
creamers, sugar, tea, juice and snack items. Usual items 
served are cookies and pastries, but we always welcome 
changes, especially if healthier options are included. If 

you know of a business which may be interested in sup-
plying ongoing donations of any of the above items, that 
would be especially helpful. 
 
For more information or if you have questions please 
contact either Harold Whaley at 335-9346 or Shirley 
Pilgrim at 335-4115. 

Coffee Fellowship Ministry Team 

From the Pastor, continued 
...Continued from page 1 
 
Mary was not doing anything special when God came 
with a favor.  Mary just made space for God and let 
Christ in.  Advent is a time to set aside space for God, 
to pay attention to the something God alone can con-
ceive in our lives, and to choose to embrace the favor 
God has for you, knowing that God is not done with 
your life. 
 
As we enter into this season of Advent and make room 
for Jesus in our lives, I want to thank in Jenna Coura, 
Kanda Whaley,  our Worship Team and Choir, and 
many others who will lead us in celebration this 
Christmas season. I hope that you will all be able to 
attend our All-Church Christmas Celebration on Sun-
day, December 11th, beginning at 5:00pm in our sanc-
tuary. This annual event is filled with a variety of 
Christmas music and a Christmas drama from our 
children. On Christmas Eve we will have our tradition-
al Christmas Eve Candlelight services at 7:00 p.m. and 
10:00 p.m.  Please come and invite your family, 
friends, and neighbors to celebrate the birth of our 
risen Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ the King.  And 

finally, we will celebrate Christmas morning this year 
with one worship service at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 25th. 
 
As I write this article, we are in the midst of celebrating 
Thanksgiving.  As we do, I am reminded once again of 
how thankful I am for each one of you and for the many 
ways you make Felton Presbyterian Church a very special 
place.  From the way you welcome visitors, serve in our 
various ministries, and care for the needs of those in our 
community, I am certainly privileged to be your pastor 
and grateful for the opportunity to serve with you in min-
istry.   
 
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and I wish 
all of you a very Christ-filled Christmas.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Ed Snedeker 
Pastor  
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Making the Most of the Power Outage 

From the Editorôs Mailbox:  A Word from Leslie Nelson 

I  t was ñThe Day of Lifeò drive on the Christian radio station KLOV. Listening , I was touched by a plea 
put out by a Christian organization called, 
ñCompassion.ò 
 

They were talking about the need for fresh water all over 
the world, but on that day, Rwanda was targeted. They 
told how 4,000 children are dying every single day from 
dirty, contaminated, disease-infested water and how we 
have a change to help. For only $55, a one-time gift, we 
can provide an entire family with a water filter that will 
give them safe water for life. Their phone number is 
(888) 222-0809. 
 

In Matthew 25, Jesus said: 
ñI was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink.ò His followers said, ñWhen did we give you 
drink?ò Jesus replied, ñWhen you have done this to the least of 
these, you have done it to me.ò 
 

You can live a month without food, but only a couple of 
days without water. These people travel miles for water 
that isnôt clean or safe. When youôre talking about fire-

wood, these people can only afford so much. They 
have to make a choice. Do they boil the water to assure 
the health of their families or do they cook their food? 
Usually they cook their food. 
 

This just really touched my heart as a Christian. I 
called and sent in my $55 immediately. In Jesusô name, 
wonôt you? 
    ðLeslie Nelson 

During the wind storm in late November/early December, Felton Presbyter-
ian Church and most of the area lost power. The church power was re-
stored a few days before that of many membersô homes. Once power was 
restored at the church, the kids gathered at Taylor Hall for an impromptu 
cookie baking party. Other members dropped in to check in with one an-
other. 
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Childrenôs Ministry 
Thanks to everyone who supported Operation Christmas 
from those who packed individual boxes to those who 
gave monetarily to support the shipping (individuals and 
the Woman's Association $235) to Kari Deeble who facili-
tated the kids packing boxes and the packing party to our 
special donor who provided the majority of the supplies 
for boxes our kids packed to Dave Huemoller and Jill 
McFarlen delivered the boxes to the distribution center. 
We provided 129 boxes. 
 
To celebrate advent, (the 24 days of preparation before the 
birth of Jesus, Sunday aren't counted), we have a devotion 
for each family with kids. Every day includes a Scripture, 
message, prayer and sticker to put on your own stand-up 
scene. This is a fun activity to do each day before or after a 
meal or before bedtime. We distributed the materials at 
Time with Children on Sunday, November 27. For those 
who were not present that day, we will have extras in the 
narthex.  
 
During December the kids will be packing 50 goodie bags 
for the inmates at the Santa Cruz County jail. This project 

is run by Karla Norton who we support monthly from our 
missions budget. We need granola bars, jolly ranchers, bags 
of chips, candy bars and bags of fruit treats like gummy 
bears. The sign up is in the narthex. Please have your contri-
butions to the Church by Wednesday, December 14. 
 
Parent's Night Out was Saturday, December 3rd. We provid-
ed dinner and fun activities for the 17 children, so parents 
could do some Christmas shopping or enjoy a night out. 
 
On Friday, December 9th we will have a rehearsal after 
school (3:30ishï5pm) for the drama and songs we are pre-
paring for the Christmas program on December 11th. The 
kids can ride the bus to the Church from SLE, we will have 
a quick pizza snack and then practice for an hour until 5pm. 
 
The kids choir will be singing in both services on December 
18. 
 
There will be no Snack Time on December 28 or January 4 
due to Christmas break.  
     ðAmy McFeely 
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December Birthdays 

1:   Charles Lewis 
      Jim Pilkington 
 

2:   Allen Deeble 
 

8:   Marta Narus 
 

10: Pat Johnson 
 

11: Chris Hofmann 
 

13: Forrest Crandell 
 

16: Phyllis Mauch 
 

18: Jill McFarlen 
 

23: Manouchehr      
Ebrahimian 
 

28: Kari Deeble 
 

29: Rebecca         
 McFeely 
 

30: Margaret Harris 

Felton Presbyterian Church 

Christmas Celebration 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 
5 p.m. 

 
Come celebrate the season with skits, songs, and fellowship. 

 
Join us for soup in Taylor Hall after the celebration. 

Felton Presbyterian did 
an excellent job in 
providing shoeboxes for 
this yearôs Operation 
Christmas Child pro-
gram. 
 

The numbers: 

Snack Time/Sunday School packed: 47 boxes 

Packing party packed:   25 boxes 

Ark/Level Ground packed:  11 boxes 

Boxes brought by members:  46 boxes 

Grand total:    129 boxes 

Thanks to Kari Deeble for organizing the program! 

Operation Christmas Child 

The Redwood Bark thanks 
Kelly Gibbs, Bobbie Bond, 
Leslie Nelson, and Gail 
Overbeck for their assis-
tance this year. Youôre all 
life savers! 
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Thanksgiving Community Dinner 

More than 120 people attended Felton 
Presbyterian Churchôs Thanksgiving 
Community Dinner, which took place 
at 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day, No-
vember 24, 2011. Dinner organizers 
Sandy and Jerry Thormann and a team 
of dedicated volunteers served nine 
turkeys and a variety of side dishes and 
desserts. Jerry smoked two of the tur-
keys, adding to the already delicious 
aromas wafting through Taylor Hall.  


